Saussurea DC. is one of the largest genera in the tribe Cardueae Cassini (Asteraceae); it includes approximately 400 species (Lipschitz, 1979) and represents the largest genus of Asteraceae in China. There were 264 species recorded as native to China in Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae (Shih & Jin, 1999) .
During study of the genus Saussurea from China, the author found some taxonomic discrepancies. Because Flora of China (Asteraceae) will be published in the near future, I wish to correct these problems herein. Species with new synonymies are given in the first section, whereas notes on typifications follow. Chen (1938) regarded Saussurea hopeiensis as related to S. sinuata Komarov, but S. hopeiensis differs from S. sinuata by its larger and more scabrous leaves, numerous and smaller heads, and foliaceous bracts. Unable to see the type, Lipschitz (1979) treated S. hopeiensis as an uncertain species related to S. sinuata. Saussurea hopeiensis was overlooked by Shih and Jin (1999) in the Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae. After examining the type specimens for both names, I found the name S. hopeiensis to represent the same taxon as the earlier name S. mongolica. Saussurea chowana has until now only been recorded from its type locality. Chen (1938: 119) originally thought it was related to ''S. alata Turcz.'' (most likely referring to S. alata DC.). However, S. chowana differs from S. alata by its smaller and undivided leaves, glabrous heads, and dark, nonrecurved involucral bracts. This misled Lipschitz (1979) to place this taxon incorrectly in Saussurea subgen. Theodorea (Cassini) Lipschitz, a disposition later adopted by Shih and Jin (1999) . After examining the type of S. chowana, I found this taxon is in fact synonymous with S. parviflora, which belongs to the subgenus Saussurea and is common in high mountains in northern China. Chen (1938) regarded the name Saussurea lanatocephala as related to S. sinuata and S. sinuata var. cordata F. H. Chen [5 S. hwangshanensis Y. Ling] by its larger heads, but S. lanatocephala differs from both S. sinuata and S. sinuata var. cordata by its leaves without sinuous margins and with truncate leaf bases, and by the yellow wooly involucral bracts. After comparing the type with other species from Jilin Province, I found that S. lanatocephala should be reduced to the synonymy of S. triangulata, which occurs in Changbaishan in China, as well as in Korea and the Russian Far East.
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